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McAndrew 
Remembered

By Steve Schmid
Off ice rs  and 

members of the South 
Amboy Knights of 
Columbus #426 are 
recalling the life of 
Bill McAndrew, who 
died July 28 at the age 
of 83.  Bill was an ac-
tive member for many 
years, and served as 
Grand Knight.   He 

was also hall rental chairman for many years, 
and he and his wife Fay spent many hours 
setting up the hall for events and cleaning up 
afterwards.  Bill also ran several train trips 
to Monmouth Park Racetrack, and procured 
rail cars for these outings.

He was an active member and past presi-
dent of the South Amboy Irish American As-
sociation.  He also belonged to the Sayreville 
VFW Post 4699, and was a former member 
of the American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 
#62 of South Amboy.  Bill was a proud to 
be a U.S. Navy veteran who served during 
World War II and was one of thousands of 
servicemen who participated in the D-Day 
landing at the beaches of Normandy June 
6, 1944 from LST vessels.  During the war, 
his LST was hit by German PT boats and 
one of the shots opened up a hole in the 
side of the ship.  Bill was later transferred 
to the battleship “Iowa” which later escorted 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt to Yalta for 
his conference with Winston Churchill and 
Joseph Stalin.  

He was proud to be a railroad man, 
where he worked as a conductor for the 
Central Railroad of New Jersey, which later 
became Conrail.  He was a member of the 
United Transportation Union Local 1445, 
Elizabeth and was the Local chairman from 
1965-1975, and was UTU General Chairman 
from 1975-1988.  Bill enjoyed traveling 
around the world and loved casino gambling 
at Atlantic City and Las Vegas.  In ‘74, he 
appeared on the TV show “To Tell The 
Truth” with host Garry Moore and panelists 
Orson Bean, Kitty Carlisle, Peggy Cass, and 
Bill Cullen.  He was posing as a scrimshaw 
artist.  In his later years, he was a writer 
for “The South Amboy-Sayreville Times,” 
and produced the “Chuckles” column for 
the newspaper.

Past Grand Knight Rick O’Connor said 
that, “Bill was a guy who was never bored.  
He had many interests, and certainly loved 
his family, the Knights of Columbus, and be-
ing Irish.”  Past Grand Knight Fred Whiteley 
recalled McAndrew being “A great friend 
and extremely loyal.”

Neumann Will Be 
Missed

By Tom Burkard
Rudy Neumann, 81, 

of South Amboy died on 
Aug. 4.  He touched so 
many lives in such a posi-
tive way, and his pleasant 
smile and kind words 
would always make your 
day brighter.  Neumann 
was Hoffman High’s 
superstar pitcher and also 

second best hitter on the ‘45 baseball team.  
He was (7-1), and batted .513, as he led the 
Guvs to a (13-1) mark and the Shore Con-
ference title.  His greatest schoolboy game 
was in the Shore Conference championship 
contest, when he fired a brilliant no-hitter 
against Rumson.  Affectionately known as 
“Gooby” by his friends, he was honored 
with a 1st Team All-County selection in the 
“Daily Home News,” and was a 3rd Team 
Group 1 All-State choice for pitcher.  

In the summer of ‘45, Neumann starred 
for The Goveagles, a team combined of 15-17 
year-olds from St. Mary’s and Hoffman.  The 
club entered and won the Middlesex County 

Big Winner!  The captains and crew of The Last Run fishing boat out of Morgan pose 
proudly with their prize winning 935.5 pound blue marlin that won the top prize of $500,000 
in the White Marlin Open Tournament at Ocean City, Maryland.  Pictured (l-r) Brian Walczak, 
Robert McKeon, Capt. Mike Lockwood, and Capt. Robert Lockwood.  Not pictured is George 
Boulieris.  (Photo submitted by The Lockwoods) 

Very Big Fish Nets $500,000
“The Last Run” fishing boat from 

Morgan, brought in an unbelievable 935 1/2 
pound blue marlin in the White Marlin Open 
Tournament at Ocean City, Maryland to win 
the top prize of $499,853.  The jumbo fish 
was 11 1/2-feet long, and was the second 
largest in Maryland and the White Marlin 
Open Tournament history, missing the all-
time record by only 6 1/2 pounds.

Capt. Robert Lockwood of Morgan, 
hooked the trophy catch, and battled it for 

over two hours, with assistance from his 
talented crew, consisting of Capt. Mike 
Lockwood of Morgan, Brian Walczak of 
Morgan, Robert McKeon of South Amboy, 
and George Boulieris of Perth Amboy.  
Congratulations crew on your prize-win-
ning catch!

The Open ran from Aug. 4-Aug. 8, and 
300 boats competed for prize money totaling 
around $2.2. million!

Locals Win $500,000

Park Dedication-The Reilly Family, along with South Amboy Mayor John T. O’Leary, 
Councilman Russell Stillwagon, Councilman Joseph Connors, and Business Administrator 
Camille Tooker, are pictured at the dedication of the Charles and Claire Reilly Park on 
South Pine Ave.  The park was formerly known as South Pine Avenue Park.  (Photo by Tom 

SA Elks Annual 
Picnic

The South Amboy Elks Annual Picnic is 
slated for Aug. 30th at Burke’s Park, Parlin 
from 1-6 p.m.  Tickets are $20-adults, $7-
kids under 15, FREE-kids under 6.  Call 
732-727-7170.  Tickets will be available at 
the park.  Live music will be by Sayreville’s 
own “Collage.”   Be there for a great time!

continued on page 16

Vacancies On SERA
The Sayreville Economic & Redevel-

opment Agency (SERA) currently has two 
openings since July 15th, when  Executive 
Director Randy Corman and former com-
missioner Jacqueline Berg stepped down 
from their positions. 

Seafood Festival-
Sept. 7

The Raritan Bay Seafood Festival, 
sponsored by the City of South Amboy and 
Borough of Sayreville, will be held on Sun-
day, Sept. 7th (Rain Date Sept. 14th) from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Raritan Bay Waterfront 
Park.  The entrance is at John T. O’Leary 
Blvd. and Keenan Way, South Amboy.

The event will feature seafood, crafters, 
rides and great entertainment.  Featured 
acts will include “Rocksplosion,” a rocking 
revue of music legends such as Jon Bon 
Jovi, Jimmy Buffet, Bruce Springsteen, Jim 
Morrison, Ozzy Osbourne, Meatloaf and 
others.  Five “legends” will be performed!  
Also performing will be the great Irish band, 
“Gaelforce.”  There will also be the always 
popular Community Talent Showcase.  Come 
out and show your talent!

A September 11th Memorial Service 
will be held at 11 a.m.  Bring a chair and 
spend the day on the beautiful Raritan 
Bay!  Admission is FREE, and there is also 
a FREE shuttle bus available from the NJ 
Transit parking lot on Augusta St.  For ad-
ditional info and vendor inquiries, please call 
732-525-5932 or 732-525-5933, or e-mail: 
events@southamboynj.gov.

The South Amboy-Sayreville Times sets a new record with over 90 photos!
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Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club recently held its 5th Annual Appreciation to American 
Veterans Day.  The Club honored veterans from the Menlo Park Home, who served in all 
branches of the military service.  As always, it was a great day out for the American heroes, 
and they were treated to lunch and dessert, games and entertainment by the officers and 
members of Frog Hollow.  The veterans and some members are pictured here during the 
“Star Spangled Banner.”  Special congratulations go out to Mel Meszaros, Joe DeTullio 
and Mickey Gross for organizing this great day.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Morris Sworn In
Mark Morris of Parlin was recently 

sworn in as a police officer with the East 
Brunswick Police Dept.  His brother Greg 
Morris is also a police officer with the Old 
Bridge PD.  Congratulations, Mark!
Plasma TV Winners

Mickey and Roy Elyea of South Amboy 
won the 50-inch Plasma TV in a drawing held 
for the American Legion Luke A. Lovely 
Post #62 of South Amboy’s baseball team.  
Congratulations!
Dingler On Dean’s List

Jeffrey Dingler of Parlin, has been 
named to the Dean’s List for both the Fall 
2007 and the Spring 2008 semesters at 
Rutgers University-Mason Gross School 
of the Arts.  Jeff majors in music and will 
be entering his senior year this fall.  He is a 
2005 graduate of Sayreville War Memorial 
HS.  Congratulations!
Dolphin Identified

In last month’s vintage photo from 1976 
of South Amboy’s first ever Women’s Slow 
Pitch League Champions, the Dolphins, one 
young lady was unidentified.  Thanks to 
her teammates, Margaret “Mag” McCarthy 
and Janet Kern, we’ve found out the lady 
in question was none other than Liz Peters 
McCarthy!   
In Memoriam

John Cackowski, 56, formerly of 
Sayreville died on July 25.  He was a ter-
rific guy and classmate in St. Mary’s Class 
of ‘69.  George “Don” Carroll, 78, of South 
Amboy died on July 26.  He was an Army 
veteran who served in the Korean War, and 
also worked at Hercules for 38 years, retir-
ing in ‘91.  “Don” was a great person and 
wonderful neighbor. John “Jack” Brand, 81, 
of Sayreville died on July 26.  He coached 
Little League baseball and C.Y.O. basketball 
teams for many years.  Jeanne Zdanewicz, 
84, formerly of South Amboy died on July 
26.  She was employed by South Amboy 

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard

1.How many years did Rev. Joseph 
Banach serve as pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church?  a.6 b.10 c.19

2.Sayreville’s Chief of Police in 1980?  
a.Douglas Sprague b.Leo Farley c.Raymond 
Sweeney

3.In 1993, this business was located at 
339 Main St., South Amboy?  a.Wedding 
World b.Fish & Game c.Interiors Plus

4.What year was the dedication cer-
emony for the Public Safety Complex on 
Main St. held?  a.1969 b.1976 c.1980

5.In the late 1940’s where was Muff’s 
Tavern located in South Amboy?  a.North 
Broadway b.South Feltus St. c.John St.

6.In what section of Sayreville was 
Ye Olde Spye Inn located?  a.Morgan 
b.President Park c.Melrose

7.President of Frog Hollow Swim & 
Tennis Club in ‘93?  a.Ed Paczkowski b.Gary 
Lange c.Mary Griffin

8.St. Stanislaus Kostka Church is 
located on?  a.Washington Rd. b.Main St 
c.MacArthur Ave.

9.Hoffman High’s school play in ‘93 
was?  a.Beauty & The Beast b.The Nutty 
Professor c.Grease

10.What year was the DuPont Photo 
Products plant built in Sayreville?  a.1900 
b.1912 c.1927

11.South Amboy’s Fire Chief in ‘81 
was?  a.Tom Gorman b.John Szatkowski 
c.Ed Szatkowski

12.What year was Sayreville War 
Memorial High School dedicated?  a.1957 
b.1962 c.1965

Answers
1b 2c 3a 4c 5c 6a 7c 8c 9a 10b 11c    

12b. 
continued on page 3
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★

Robert “R.J.” Iremonger, owner of RJI Renovations, LLC in South Amboy has 
completed many outstanding renovations throughout the area during his outstanding 
career.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

RJI Renovations, LLC

R.J. Iremonger of South Amboy 
has 25 years experience in renovations, 
and has made many local homeowners 
very proud of their dwelling places after 
working his magic.  

RJI Renovations, LLC has many 
specialties including kitchens, baths, 
windows, doors, siding, and maintenance 

free exteriors of homes.  RJI is fully 
licensed and insured, and looks forward 
to upgrading and beautifying your home.  
R.J. is one of the hardest working men 
in the business, and says, “I will stand 
behind all of my work.”

If you need any type of renovations, 
don’t hesitate to call R.J. at R.J.I. Renova-
tions, 732-718-6608.  Call today! 

South Amboy Fire Department’s bravest utilizing the newly aquired Halmatro rescue tools 
at a drill.

The boys from Cub Scout Pack 95 recently enjoyed an echo tour of Triple C Ranch, in Edison, 
where they learned about the importance of wetlands and awareness and responsibility 
towards the environment. This is the last working farm in this area. The farm is owned and 
operated by Edison Wetlands Association. Pictured left to right are: John Paul Bellanich, 
Brendan Grospin, Sean Flynn, Collin Drill, Executive Director of EWA Robert Spiegel, Bobby 
Bialkowski, Matt Coyle and Patrick Scupp. Anyone interested in joining scouts please call 
Cathy @ 732-826-8417.

Trust Co. for many years, and was the wife 
of the late John Zdanewicz.  Joseph Possert, 
87, of Sayreville died on July 26.  He was 
a professional musician, and played with 
the legendary Mel Torme.  Ann Dragotta, 
71, of Parlin died on Aug. 7.  She was past 
president of Old Bridge PTA, and also was 
chairperson on South Amboy Memorial 
Hospital Ladies Auxiliary.  Rita Hurst, 84, 
of South Amboy died on Aug. 10.  She was 

Talk Of The Towns
the City of South Amboy’s Parking Enforce-
ment Officer for 17 years prior to retiring, 
and was a fine lady and kind person.  Mary 
Michalik, 82, of Sayreville died on Aug. 
12.  She was a hard-working and dedicated 
member of many community organizations.  
Elaine Kingsbury, 68, of Sayreville died on 
Aug. 14.  She was Director of St. Mary’s 
School Pre-K for 6 years until retiring in 
‘95.  May God Bless them all.

continued from page 2
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South Amboy’s outgoing Fire Chief Jim Larkin is shown receiving his Ex-Fire Chiefs Badge 
from Mayor J.O’leary at a Picnic held at Burke’s Park, to honor the former Fire Chief. (Photo 
by Jerry Celecki)

Yearbook-Hoffman 1978
By Tom Burkard

It was autumn ‘77, and Hoffman High’s 
senior class of 1978 returned to school for its 
final year, by probably taking orbits around 
“The Pleasant Little City,” before reporting 
on the first day.  “Best Of My Love” by The 
Emotions was the top hit in the U.S. on that 
early September day, and it was probably 
playing on their radios.  

While at good ol’ Harold G., the year-
book was dedicated to Joseph DePasquale.  
The yearbook editor was Lorene Pugh.  
Several noteworthy faculty members were: 
Larry Larsen, Joanne O’Brien, Nancy Smith, 
Michelle Lopez, Patricia Wieringa, Joseph 
Enthor, Eileen Yadlosky.  The Senior Class 
President was Margaret Mulligan, Vice 
President-Barbara Neumann, Secretary-
Mary Puccio, Treasurer-Helen Klein.

There were 63 seniors including the fol-
lowing random selections: Jimmy & Joann 
Abbatiello, Edward Dill, Diana Johnson, 
Lois Wortley, Stephen Lapchuk, Joseph 
Matarangolo, Barbara Maslowski, Robert 
Munck, Nancy Przybylski, Joseph Hansell, 
Ann Marie Rieger, Russell Zuback, Eileen 
Scully, Guy Rainone, Jeanine Sieber, June 
Stolte, Nancy Szaro, Darlene Waltz, Norma 
Wehrle.

Margaret Mulligan was president of 
the National Honor Society, and Mary Puc-
cio the Secretary.  Barbara Neumann was 
secretary of the Student Council.  Puccio 
was also captain of the cheerleaders, and 
Karen Wyzykowski, co-captain.  Do you 
remember these nicknames?  Scull, Pooch, 
Pinky, Tree.

The Pep Club and Ceramics Club were 
popular activities as was the Literary Maga-
zine staff.  The biggest front page news in the 
world in ‘78 was the Jonestown mass suicide; 
Three different popes; Mickey Rooney mar-
ried for the 8th time; Mickey Mouse and 
Shirley Temple both turned 50; President 
Jimmy Carter gathered Egypt’s Anwar Sadat  
and Israel’s Menachem Begin at Camp David 
to agree on a peace settlement.

On the Hoffman sports scene: Bob Clay-

ton cracked the elusive 1,000 point barrier in 
basketball, to give Coach Ray Tomaszewski 
a going away present in his final season.  
The Guvs finished (12-11).  Other talented 
senior athletes were: Carson Bloodgood, 
Theresa Coyle, Wayne Deak, Bob Kenny, 
Andrew Hulsart, Patricia Kelly, Donna 
Medeiros, Barbara Neumann, Ed Petrosky, 
Marty Ratajczak, Margaret Slocum, Glenn 
Smith, Peter Toth, Denise Vattelana, Tim 
Walczak.   Coach Reggie Carney’s baseball 
club finished (16-8), and the boys’ soccer 
team went (8-7-1).  

The Hoffman graduation parties un-
doubtedly featured songs like, “You’re The 
One That I Want” by John Travolta & Olivia 
Newton-John, and “Shadow Dancing” by 
Andy Gibb.

Harold G. Hoffman High School Class 
of ‘78 was a genuinely classy group of 
individuals, who went on to really make a 
difference in the world. 

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.
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South Amboy High students and teachers recently toured Europe for 12 days.  Pictured (l-
r) are Linda Henry, Tony Gonsalves, Victoria LaVigne, Tim Duncan, Matt Richmond, Keith 
Sutter, Kyle Ravaioli, Emily Gadomski, Kyle Septor, Mac Russell, Colin Januzzi, Stephanie 
Kulcsar, Matt Michalik, Adam Siudak.

Students Tour Europe
By Tony Gonsalves

“The hills are alive with the sound of mu-
sic.”  You all know the line from the movie.  
For 12 days last month, a number of South 
Amboy High students toured Switzerland, 
Italy and France.  We flew into Zurich and 
traveled by coach to Lucerne for 2 nights.  
Along with the local tour, we also ascended 
Mount Pilatus in the Swiss Alps.  This is one 
of Switzerland’s highest peaks, and can only 
be reached by 2 Godola rides.  Everyone was 
breathless with the spectacular views.

We then traveled to Venice.  The high-
light of this stop had to be our Gondola ride 
in the canals of Venice.  We had plenty of 
sunshine and excitement.  Add to these two 
Italian men serenading a couple with singing 
“Santa Lucia.”  Two ladies on the tour got 
rather emotional hearing this beautiful song 
in this extraordinary setting.  Then it was 
on to Rome for our tour of the Eternal City.  
Highlights included The Vatican, The Coli-
seum, The Roman Forum and much more.  
The afternoon ended in the Piazza Navona, 
one of Europe’s largest plazas, with some 
Gelato.  While touring the Coliseum, one of 
my students, Matt Richmond and I, replicated 
something myself and his dad, Steve, did 30 
years ago almost to the day.  We climbed on 
top of a 2000 year old column, and jumped 
high for a photo.  Awesome!  It was then 
on to Florence, Verona and Portofino for 
lunch.  Italy is truly a magnificent country 
with great food, wine and needless to say, 
amazing history.

We would end up our trip with a visit to 

Monaco, Monte Carlo and finally Nice in the 
French Riviera.  The last few days are always 
for leisure because these tours can be tiring 
with some suffering from cathedral fatigue.  
One of the highlights here was when Fred 
Henry and I went parasailing.  We strapped 
on a huge parachute, the motorboat gunned 
its engines, and there we were gliding over 
the Mediterranean to spectacular scenery.  
The group of young people on this trip was 
exemplary.  Not once in the entire tour did 
they disappoint.  It is one of the reasons that I 
continue to organize these trips.  I believe that 
we must continue to challenge our students 
in ways that allow them to grow responsibly 
and in taking them to Europe, this group has 
passed with straight A’s.

Benefit Car Wash
The Our Lady of Victories Alumni As-

sociation (Sayreville) will hold a car wash 
on Sunday, Aug. 24 from 1-5 p.m. to benefit 
the St. Peter’s Hospital Pediatric Hematol-
ogy/Oncology Dept.  The benefit car wash 
will be held at 42 Main St., Sayreville. Cost 
is $5 per car.  Please come out and support 
this very worthy cause.

Scholarships 
Awarded

Raritan Bay Federal Credit Union of 
Sayreville presented $500 scholarships to 
the following students: Brianna Barone, 
Sayreville War Memorial HS; Suraj Rama, 
South Amboy HS; Arielle Lopez, South 
Brunswick HS.  

High School seniors, from Middlesex 
County, and who are members of the Credit 
Union could apply for the scholarships.  The 
selection process was based on scholastic 
achievement, extra curricular activities, 
community activities, teacher references, 
leadership qualities, and written essays.  
Congratulations to all!  

Pictured is the H.G. Hoffman High School Alumni, which held its 10th Annual Multi-Class 
Reunion on August 17th at Seabra’s Armory in Perth Amboy.  Over 70 alumni attended the 
affair.  The camaraderie, food and entertainment made this day truly outstanding and one 
that will be long remembered. See page 25 for more photos. (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

First Annual Pig 
Roast

First Presbyterian Church, 150 N. 
Broadway, South Amboy will hold their “1st. 
Annual Pig Roast” from 2p.m. to 6p.m., on 
Oct. 4th. (Rain Date Oct.11th.) with all pro-
ceeds designated for “Youth Scholarships” 
our children are our future leaders.. The 
event will feature great food, fun and fel-
lowship. Music by Tony G. Tickets are now 
on sale for this event. Adults $14 Children 
(10 and under) $9. For more information 
call 732-566-8112 or 732-588-5553. Tickets 
sold at the event while supply lasts. Eat in 
or take out.
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From The Firefighters Archives

1982-South Amboy firefighters are shown battling a huge blaze at Jo-Tom’s Subs and Pizza 
on South Pine Ave.  Ready to assist on the ground to the left is South Amboy First Aid 
member Mike Szraga.  The classic photo was taken by former South Amboy resident and 
top-notch professional photographer, Adam Kierst.  (Photo courtesy of Bob Pawlik) 

Casino Night
Mechanicsville Hose Co. No.1, Inc. 

will hold a Casino Night on Oct. 25th from 
7-10 p.m. at Sacred Heart Memorial Hall, 
Washington Ave., South Amboy.  Cost is $30 
per person, and the price includes beer, wine, 
and soda, finger foods, and $50 in chips.  
Games include Poker, Roulette, Black Jack, 
Big Wheel, Craps, and Slots.  For info and 
tickets, call 732-525-0265.

St. Mary’s 
Welcomes Inquirers

St. Mary Parish in South Amboy is now 
accepting registrations for any adult (age 14 
or older) who is interested in preparing for 
Baptism, First Communion or Confirmation.  
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) begins with several weeks of inquiry 
sessions.  Joined by team members and 
supported by the entire parish community, 
participants will journey thru the scriptures 
and learn more about the Catholic faith and 
tradition.  No prior knowledge of the Bible is 
necessary.  Sessions will be held on Sunday.  
This will be the ONLY preparation available 
for adults this year.  Catholics must have 
celebrated all 3 Sacraments in order to serve 
as godparents or sponsors.

If you or someone you know has ever 
considered joining the Catholic Church, or 
if you are a Catholic and have not yet cel-
ebrated First Communion and/or Confirma-
tion, RCIA is for you.  Please contact Carol 
Davis at 732-721-3116 or 732-259-9542 to 
register or for more information.

Project Phone 
Home

The Ladies Auxiliary #4699 of Veterans 
of Foreign from Sayreville and President 
Lorraine Rock want to thank Marine MP 
Corpal Michael Dinis of Rahway, NJ for 
introducing our “Project Phone Home” to us. 
We are collecting old used cell phones  that 
a company will in , returned so our soilders 
will receive calling cards to phone home 
from overseas. If anyone has an old cells 
phone they are not using please drop them 
off at the Post #4699 on Jernee Mill Rroad, 
Sayreville. We will be gald to take them.

Please Support Our Troops Fighting For 
Us. For more informatiom on this please call 
Loraine @ 609-448-2587. Thank You. 

Sayreville Day 
Sayreville Day, a borough-wide event, 

will take place on Sunday, September 14, 
2008 from 10AM – 4PM at Kennedy Park 
on Washington Road in Parlin. The rain date 
will be Sunday, September 21. The opening 
ceremony will take place at 11AM with a 
color guard, Reverend Jack O’Kane of Our 
Lady of Victories Parish will give the invo-
cation and Maggie Bera will sing the Star 
Spangled Banner. 

This community-wide event will have 
activities and interests for all. Children will 
be able to enjoy rides, pony rides, a petting 
zoo, and a horse-drawn carriage ride, face 
painting and much more. 

Various food merchants will provide a 
variety of foods including ribs, pasta dishes, 
pizza, and other mouth-watering treats.

Phil Raimone of R&R Music, our DJ 
for the day, will provide music all day. A 
schedule of entertainment throughout the 
day will include: Taylor Bernosky, a violin-
ist, Sayreville Main Street Players, Maggie 
Bera, Patsy Palma, and the Rosedale Rock 
Band. 

Many community groups will be avail-
able with community information. Craft 
merchants will also be displaying their 
wares. 

Come enjoy the day as neighbor meets 
neighbor. 

For further information contact (732) 
390-7070 or email sayrevilleday@sayre-
ville.com.
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On June 21, 2008, 5 boys from Boy Scout Troop 91, along with 3 of their leaders, went 
on a 50 mile bike hike along the Delaware & Raritan Canal trail..They start their hike at 
the Millstone Causeway & rode for 14 miles towards Trenton (Alexander Ave bridge), then 
back to Millstone (28 miles), they broke for lunch. The second leg of the hike took them 11 
miles towards New Brunswick (Landing Lane bridge) & then back to Millstone (22). The 
whole trip took the guys 7 1/2 hours to complete. Great job Boys & leaders.Pictured here 
are the boys & their leaders.
Michael Rand, Tommy Lukie, Mr Dan Sibol, Dan Murphy, Brandon Lenahan, Mr John Lukie..
Mr Clarke Harris (not pictured) also took the trip & he took this picture.

Neighbors Honored

Book Sale

The Ladies Auxiliary #4699 of Veterans 
Foreign Wars from Sayreville and President 
Lorraine Rock will be honoring our neigh-
bors, all from Sayreville. They are Denise 
and Dan Lenson, Richard Meyers and David 
Kriskowski and their family with a certificate 
for “OUR AMERICANISM” Program by 

displaying their flag daily. 
BE PROUD AND RAISE OUR RED, 

WHITE, AND BLUE FOR OUR COUN-
TRY.

For more information please call Lor-
raine @609-448-2587.  

The Friends of the Sayreville Public 
Library will hold a book sale on Sunday, 
September 14, 2008, from 10AM – 4PM at 
the Sayreville Day event at Kennedy Park 
on Washington Road in Parlin. The rain 
date for this event is Sunday, September 
21, 2008 . A bag of books can be purchased 
for $5.00. Bags will be furnished by the 
Friends’ group. 

The Friends will be accepting book do-
nations for the anticipated sale starting from 
August 25th at the Sayreville Public Library 
on Washington Road. Books published after 
2000 are welcomed. No magazines, con-
densed books, textbooks or encyclopedias 
will be accepted for donation. Books can be 
dropped off at the Friends’ mailbox.

Additional information is available by 
calling (732) 727-1566. 
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Good Old Days

The 1st Annual meeting of the D.S.G. (David Street Gang) took place on Leo Kohler’s front 
porch at 342 David St., on Sept. 1, 1957.  Members in attendance bottom row (l-r) Eddie 
Szatkowski, Tommy Szatkowski (pants optional), Kenny Szatkowski.  Top row (l-r) Jerry 
Garnett (suspenders purchased at Feffer’s Dry Goods Store), Bill Garnett, and Donnie 
Szatkowski.  (Photo and caption courtesy of Bill Garnett)

The David Street Gang
By Bill Garnett

In addition to the above mentioned in 
attendance,  Tommy Downs and Raymond 
Downs, were excused because they were on 
a fishing expedition with their Uncle Bob, 
AKA “The Buffalo.”  

The three families, Szatkowski, Downs 
and Garnett were raised 5 houses apart 
on David St.  Six are employed with the 
City of South Amboy.  Eddie Szatkowski 
worked as a Fire Official and retired last 
September, Tommy and Kenny Szatkowski 
are sargeant’s with the South Amboy Police 
Dept.  Jerry Garnett is the Superintendent 
of the Public Works, Bill Garnett is a Chief 
Code Enforcement Officer, and Tommy 

Downs has been the City Prosecutor for the 
past 22 years.  Raymond Downs is Project 
Coordinator for Otis Elevator, and Donnie 
Szatkowski (deceased), was a high school 
teacher at St. Mary’s.  Donnie coached girls’ 
varsity basketball, and will be inducted 
posthumously into St. Mary’s Athletic Hall 
of Fame on Oct. 18th.  Bill coached the 
Lady Eagles’ varsity softball team.  Don and 
Bill were best friends growing up.  Tommy 
Downs has a very successful law practice.  
Johnny Szatkowski, who missed the meeting 
was only 2 months old at the time.  Johnny 
and Eddie served the City as Fire Chiefs out 
of Protection Firehouse.  Johnny was also 
Democratic Councilman of the 2nd Ward 
for 8 years.

Not a bad success story for three fami-
lies growing up on David Street in the 50’s 
and 60’s!  

Labor Day 
Fundraiser

Hear ye, Hear ye!  The Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Library of South Amboy will be 
holding a Labor Day Fundraiser on Wednes-
day, September 3rd.  The Fundraiser will 
open at 8:30 am and a door prize drawing will 
be held between 8:30 and 9 am.   Specials 
such as “Fill Your Bag” for $10 will also be 
offered.  The Fundraiser will sell bestsellers, 
videos, software, children’s books, computer 
printers, etc. and will run through Friday, 
September 5th.  To boost the fundraiser, the 
library would appreciate donations ranging 
from electronic equipment to Dvds.

The library is adjacent to the South 
Amboy High School off O’Leary Boulevard.  
For directions, just log onto local.google.com 
and type in the address 100 Hoffman Plaza 
08879.  For additional information, contact 
the library at 732.721.6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.

Sayreville Library
Did you know that the Sayreville Public 

Library’s circulation is up over 15% com-
pared to 2007?  In addition, the library issues 
over 300 new library cards each month.

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Senior group will hold their 

first meeting of the year on Friday, Sep-
tember 5, 2008 at 2:15 PM in Monsignor 
Dalton Hall on Main Street in Sayreville.  
There will be a short business meeting fol-
lowed by light refreshments. Dues for the 
year will be collected at this meeting. The 
group invites any new members to attend 
the meeting. Any questions please call Teri 
at (732) 727-7639. 

70 Years! Anna Harris Friberg (r) and Alice Herbert Matthews (l), graduates of H.G. Hoffman 
High School Class of 1938, were the oldest members of the alumni in attendance at the 
10th Annual Multi-Class Reunion. The ladies look terrific and had a wonderful time.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)
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Retirement Dinner
One of the most popular educators in the 

area, Jeanne Menk Polinski, will be honored 
with a special retirement dinner on Sunday, 
September 28th from 2-6 p.m. at The Forge 
Inn, Woodbridge.  Mrs. Polinski dedicated 
over 40 years in the educational field at St. 
Mary’s Grammar and High Schools, and at 
Cardinal McCarrick High School.

Tickets are $50 per person for the Buffet 
Dinner, and there will be a Cash Bar.

Future Mind
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2008

There is no more intellectual insight
Instead,
Only technological intelligence
By,
Experimental learning giving way to
Computerized growth of work and play.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED MOTHER
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me and 
show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I humbly 
beseech you from the bottom of my heart to succor me 
in this necessity.  There are none that can withstand 
your power.  Oh, show me herein you are my mother.  
Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, I place this 
cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this prayer for 3 
consecutive days.  You must publish  it and it will be 
granted to you.  Thank you.  -B.T.S.

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.
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Music Trivia
Dogs

By Tom Burkard

1.__The Everly Brothers a.I’ll Be Doggone
2.__Elvis Presley b.Walking The Dog
3.__Debbie Reynolds c.Hound Dog
4.__The Gamblers d.Bird Dog
5.__Paul Anka e.How Much Is That Doggie
6.__Rufus Thomas f.Puppy Love
7.__Marvin Gaye g.Moon Dawg
8.__Jackie Wilson h.Dog & Butterfly
9.__The Miracles i.Doggin’ Around
10._Russ Morgan j.Doggone Right
11._Heart k.Dogface Soldier

Answers
1d 2c 3e 4g 5f 6b 7a 8i 9j 10k 11h.

The youth cast of “Grease” turned in great performances last month.  The show was 
produced by Triple H Productions in conjunction with the City of South Amboy.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)
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Joe Rudy

Joe Rudy takes a trip down memory lane, 
as he looks through a scrapbook from his 
amazing playing days at Sayreville High 
School.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Joe Rudy:  One Of Sayreville’s Greatest Athletes
By Tom Burkard

The Sayreville High School sports 
teams in the early 1950’s were some of 
the most outstanding in the school’s rich 
history.  Who could forget Coach Johnny 
Gutkowski’s Group 1 state championship 
basketball dynasty clubs of 1951 and 1952?  
In addition, Gutkowski coached some pretty 
talented baseball nines as well.  How about 
the always explosive and exciting football 
squads of Coaches Vince Abbatiello and 
Adam Kretowicz?

In 1949, a Sayreville freshman by the 
name of Joe Rudy saw some playing time on 
the varsity football team, and would go on 
to become a valuable starter for the next 3 
seasons.  As a junior, in ‘51, he was a 1st Team 
All-County selection, and also 1st Team All-
State Group 1 tackle.  Always versatile, he 
was a 1st Team All-County fullback choice in 
the Perth Amboy Evening News in ‘52.  After 
leading the county in scoring for more than 
half a season, he was injured, and finished tied 
for #2 with 48 points.  Teammate Paul Her-

rick took the scoring crown with 66 points.   
Joe also recalled having to play offense and 
defense, “In schools the size of Sayreville 
back then, we had to play both ways.  We 
went to Woodbridge on Thanksgiving Day 
morning with only 17 guys, and beat them.  
They only had one school at the time, and 
had lots of students to select a team from.  
Now they have 3 or 4 schools.”   

He also played varsity basketball for 3 
years, and was the team’s leading scorer on 
both state championship clubs, helping the 
Blue & Gray to incredible records of (23-2) 
in 1951, and (24-1) in ‘52.  As a junior he 
scored 319 points and had a 12.7 avg.  In 
1953, the super forward was the Middlesex 
County scoring champion with 493 points, 
and also had the #2 top scoring average with 
22.4 points per game.  For his efforts, he was 
a 1st Team All-County, and also 1st Team 
All-State Groups 1 & 2, as well as 3rd Team 
All-State All Groups.  He also received the 
most votes for the All-County team.  He said 
that, “John Gutkowski was a good coach, but 
he never ran the score up in basketball.  If 
we got a 10 or 12 point lead, he’d pull the 
starters out.  A lot of games I didn’t even 
play 3 quarters.”  As a senior, Joe coached 
the freshman basketball team. “Abbatiello 
had it, but slipped me a couple of bucks to 
take the kids,” he stated.  Rudy scored over 
800 points in his varsity career.

He recalled losing 2 early-season games 
to Hoffman High in ‘53.  “I was the only 
starter left from the ‘52 champs.  We lost 8 
guys, and 3 or 4 of us played football, and 
didn’t have much time to practice basketball.  
Hoffman beat us early in the season, our 
first and third games.”  Joe continued, “We 
beat St. Mary’s every time we played them.  
When I was a junior, the starters played only 
a half game.”    

Rudy won 3 letters for varsity baseball, 
and was the Bombers’ ace pitcher in his se-
nior year in ‘53, winning 8 games and was 

an outstanding third baseman, who could 
really slug the ball.  He said that his most 
memorable game was pitching a no-hitter 
against Jamesburg in ‘53.

Joe and long time Sayreville teammate, 
Gene Malkiewicz once tried out with the 
New York Giants.  “I went out for third base 
because I was a pretty good hitter.  Then, 
they put me in to pitch, and on my first 
pitch, I beaned (hit) the batter in the head.  
He ducked into it.  We never heard anything 
from the Giants,” Rudy said.

When asked how the high school play-
ers differ from when he played in the early 
‘50’s, he said, “Today, most players stay with 
one sport.  We finished playing football on 
Thanksgiving Day, and 6 days later, we’re 
playing varsity basketball.  We only had 
a week to practice.  Kids today are more 
centered on one sport.”  

Following high school graduation, he 
received scholarship offers from various 
colleges, but opted to enter the U.S. Army.  

Upon his discharge, he played a little basket-
ball in the Sayreville Senior Men’s League, 
and later went on to play for Sonny’s Bar of 
South River on what was one of the greatest 
Men’s Fast Pitch teams ever in Middlesex 
County.  The club won the prestigious AA 
championship for 3 straight years, and 
advanced further into the regionals before 
losing to a perennial powerhouse.

Rudy retired from the Borough of Sayre-
ville after working for 31 years at the Water 
Treatment Plant, 20 years as an Operator, 
and the last 11 as Chief Operator.  He earned 
his state license by successfully completing 
classes at Rutgers University.  

Joe, now a very young 74, enjoys playing 
golf and is on the Middlesex County team 
in a state league with 5 counties participat-
ing.  Always an exceptional athlete, he is 
also superb on the golf links, and is a 14-15 
handicap, and averages 87.

Joe Rudy is very proud of his wife, 
Marilyn, 3 children, Cindy, Joseph and 
Kenneth and grandchildren, and hopes to be 
remembered “As a good family man.”  Not 
to mention, one of the best 3-sport athletes 
in the history of Sayreville High School!  
Sure wish I was around to see superstar Joe 
Rudy performing for the Bombers.  Maybe I 
would have started the chant, Rudy!  Rudy! 
Rudy!

The Joe Rudy Notebook:  Joe is an ac-
tive member of Sayreville American Legion 
Post 211.  As a youngster, Babe Ruth was his 
hero.  His favorite team was the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, and he says that, “I still know every 
player that played on that team.”

He said the best football team they 
played in high school was Florence.  “We 
only beat them once in 4 years, and they’re 
still good today.”  Joe said that, “In my 
opinion, Al Draeger was the best football 
player Sayreville ever had.”  His grandson 
Hank Wortley will graduate from Coastal 
Carolina State University in only 3 1/2 years, 
this December.     
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POLISH GOOD TIMES IN SOUTH AMBOY- 
PART 1

BY HENNY THE DJ ( STILL IN THE BOOTH AT THE LANDMARK )

I am a child of  the 50’s in South Am-
boy, and even though I grew up a  pierogi’s  
throw away  from “Bergen Hill”,  I’m 
Irish-American, not Polish. However, think-
ing back on it now, I’d say that the Polish 
influence on the food and music culture of 
South Amboy in those days rivaled that of 
any other nationality, including the Irish and 
Italian. Is there one amongst us who has 
not tasted the divine Golabkis (pigs in the 
blanket), cosmic kielbasa,   precious Polish 
ham, and the aforesaid poignant pierogies 
in our feckless youth? Is there one amongst 
us, also, who did not darken the doors of 
Baranowski’s or Nebus’ or Zalewski’s or 
Poulsens or Pawlowski’s  in search of the 
perfect meat to infuse a blue collar meal with 
gusto, or to stuff  the perfect sandwich ? 

 All of  these establishments were north 
of the Pine Avenue imaginary line of ethnic 
demarcation, but  I know it wasn’t only a 
Fish Town thing to be “Jonesing” for some 
babka or kruschickis or placek while you 
were engaged in the dark intricacies of a 
multiplication problem on the “Ding-Dong 
School” or the nail biting adventures of 
“Captain Video and his Video Rangers” 
on WABD, Channel 5,  on a rainy Monday 
afternoon.

Of course, being feckless, we took it all 
for granted then, and thought that we had 
an all access season ticket to the privileged 
eating trough at the buffet table of life. What 
fools we were!  I mean, the best piece of 
lunch meat  from any food store chain and 
that includes Wegmans never even comes 
close to the worst cut of meat from Nebus’s 
for fine cold cut  taste.   That’s right! Not 
even close!

But, wait, I’m Henny the DJ, not Chef 
Henny, and anybody who values the condi-
tion of their stomachs should be thankful 
for that!  And what I want to talk about is 
not the food of the Polish, as grand as it was 

in those days, but their music, namely, the 
Polish Hop or Polka that was celebrated by 
Polish and non-Polish dancers alike. Mostly 
I remember that happy music as a kid at the 
great Sacred Heart Carnival every June in 
the vast Sacred Heart parking lot on Wash-
ington Road and Feltus Street. The joy of 
the beat of the music, the humorous phrasing 
of the lyrics, “ I have a girl friend… she is 
a honey,.. she only likes me…when I have 
money!”,   and, most of all, the enthusiasm 
of the dancers still ring and sparkle in my 
mind’s eyes and ears fifty years later.

There’s a line in the Sopranos where 
Uncle Junior is disgusted at the food he is 
getting served in the hospital at Christmas 
time, and bemoans the fact that  no one there 
is even remotely familiar with his beloved  
Italian delicacy,  “Bacala”, and he says, “We 
(the Italians)  taught the world  how to eat!” 
And even though I don’t think anybody dis-
putes the validity of that remark, I think that 
in South Amboy in the fifties, the Polish not 
only taught the town how to eat, but how to 
have a good time!.

One caveat to those whose own ethnic 
pride may be surfacing at this point:: 

I know the Italians have many feasts, 
and I have happily attended the San Gennaro 
festival in “Little Italy” more than once. 
Also, I am as proud an Irishman as anyone, 
and “the wearing of the green” on the great 
street bash that is Saint Patrick’s Day in 
town is the only party event I have marked 
with indelible ink on my own personal cal-
endar. However, my point in “upping” the 
Polish of that time is not to put any other 
ethnic group down,  but hopefully  my not 
being Polish, is an effectual way of saying 
a heartfelt “Thanks.” to the Polish of town 
for making their good times so available to 
all of us…all of us.  NEXT TIME -  THE 
POLISH HOP

Living In “The Pleasant Little City”
By Art Draper

I was born in Perth Amboy and moved to 
South Amboy within a month, and have lived 
here ever since.  Things and events I write 
are to the best of my knowledge to be true.  
(I may spell some names wrong), and not in 
the order they happen, so here it goes.

I’ll be 90 in September, and graduated 
in 1936.  I got hired by DuPont Co. in Au-
gust.  The starting rate was 69 cents an hour, 
and take home pay was under $25 a week, 
and I lived really good.  The Daily News 
was 3 cents daily and 5 cents on Sunday.  
Cigarettes cost 10 cents a pack, hard rolls a 
penny apiece, a loaf of bread was 8 cents, 1 
lb. of butter cost 12 cents.  I was inducted in 
the Air Force in May 1942, and I had never 
shaved in my life which was 24 years at the 
time.  A haircut cost 25 cents and a shave 15 
cents.  In my teen years, I got a whole quarter 
for allowance and 15 cents for a sundae at 
Frank O’Connor’s soda place.

I lived on upper Henry St., and in rain, 
snow, etc. walked to school and home.  There 

were no TV’s or radios to inform kids about 
school if it was opened after it snowed.  In 
the winters of the 1920’s and 1930’s, we 
went sleigh riding almost every night.  The 
city used to close the streets off.  In 1934, 
we had the coldest winter.  The record was 
set at 15 below zero.  The snow that fell in 
December was still on the ground.  Model 
T’s (Fords) were riding on the ice on the 
Raritan Bay, which was frozen solid, and 
kids walked to the Lighthouse.  Imagine 
living in a two story house and your heat 
was the kitchen stove!

People today talk hard times.  Only 
people who went through the 1929 Depres-
sion knew very hard times.  Hundreds killed 
themselves because of it.

You could ride a train from South Am-
boy to Perth Amboy for a dime.  Cars were 
scarce in 1936.  When I started working in 
Aug. 1936, Public Service ran 7 buses (cost 
5 cents) to take people to DuPont Film Plant 
and Hercules.
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The South Amboy Recreation Department’s counselors and community service counselors 
for the Summer Arts & Crafts program are (l-r) Colin DeLucca, Andrea Herdman, Victoria 
Russell, Nicholas Biesiada, Amanda Parsons, Kristen Housman, Kaleigh DeLucca, Jaclyn 
Keegan, Danielle Morales, Colleen Cyriax, Adam “A.J.” Szatkowski, Alison Lampart, 
Brittany Biesiada, Jared Gonsalves. Missing from photo Katey Charmello. (Photo by Tom 
Burkard) 

The City of South Amboy Recreation 
Dept. sponsors the Summer Arts & Crafts 
Program at 5 parks for the entertainment 
of its youngsters.  The program ran from 
June 23-Aug. 1.

The City would like to introduce the 
counselors who work at these parks and 
their supervisor.

Karen Charmello Koestler, Assistant 
Recreation Supervisor, started with the 
program in 1985 as a counselor, moving 
up to her current position in 1988.

Danielle Morales, Hughes/Brown 
Park, Barkalow St., is a 2003 graduate 
of South Amboy HS, and graduated from 
Berkeley College in ‘08 with a degree in 
Fashion Marketing Management.  This 
was her 5th year with the program.

Alison Lampart, David St. Park, is a 
2004 graduate of South Amboy HS, and 
is attending Kean University, majoring in 
Early Childhood Education/English.  This 
was her 5th year with the program.

Jared Gonsalves, Charles and Claire 
Reilly Park, is a 2003 graduate of South 
Amboy HS, and is attending Kean Uni-
versity, majoring in Psychology.  He’s 
been with the program for 5 years.

Kristin Housman, John Ciszewski 
Park, Conover St., is a 2005 graduate of 
Cardinal McCarrick HS, and is attending 
Kean University, majoring in Early Child-
hood Education.  This was her 4th year

Colleen Cyriax, Hughes/Brown 
Park, Barkalow St., is a 2004 graduate 
of Bishop Ahr HS, and is an ‘08 graduate 
of Fairleigh Dickinson University with a 
degree in Psychology.  She has been with 
the program for 4 years.

Jaclyn Keegan, August Charmello 
Park, Conlogue Ave., is a 2005 graduate of 
South Amboy HS, and is attending Kean 
University, majoring in Social Work.  This 
was her 3rd year with the program.

Adam “A.J.” Szatkowski, August 
Charmello Park, Conlogue Ave., is a 2007 

graduate of Christian Brothers Academy, 
and is attending Florida Southern Univer-
sity, majoring in Athletic Training.  A.J. has 
been with the program for 2 years.

Brittany Biesiada, Charles and Claire 
Reilly Park, is a 2007 graduate of Cardinal 
McCarrick HS, and is attending Seton Hall 
University, majoring in English.  This was 
Brittany’s 2nd year with the program.

Amanda Parsons, John Ciszewski Park, 
Conover St., is a 2007 graduate of South 
Amboy HS, and is attending Sanford Brown 
Institute to become a Medical Assistant.  
This was her 2nd year with the program.

Victoria Russell is a 2008 graduate of 
South Amboy HS, and will be attending 
Middlesex County College in the fall, ma-
joring in Math Education.  Victoria was a 
community service counselor with the Rec 
for 4 years, and this was her 1st year as an 
official counselor.

Kaleigh DeLucca, David Street Park, 
is a 2008 graduate of South Amboy HS, 
and will be attending Middlesex County 
College as a Liberal Arts major.  Kaleigh 
was a community service counselor last 
year, and this was her 1st year as an official 
counselor.

Katey Charmello, Hughes/Brown 
Park, Barkalow St., is a 2008 graduate of 
South Amboy HS, and will be attending 
Stockton College in the fall as a Liberal 
Arts major.  This was Katey’s 1st year with 
the program. 

Lemonade anyone??  Three youngsters in South Amboy set up a lemonade stand on a 
very hot August afternoon.    (Photo by Brian Stratton)

Ladies Auxiliary 
Meeting

The Ladies Auxiliary #4699 on Jernee 
Mill Road will hold their monthly meeting 
on August 26,2008 at 8PM. All Ladies from 
our auxiliary are invited to attend. Please safe 
your old used cell phone as we are collecting 
them for our soilders so they could get calling 
cards to call home from Iraq. Any info call 
Loraine @ 732-448-2587. Thank You

South Amboy Summer Arts & Crafts Staff
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Freeholders Tournament with a perfect (15-
0) record, as Rudy turned in a brilliant (7-0) 
mark.  He also hurled 13 innings in the 2-1 
championship win over New Brunswick, 
limiting them to only 3 hits.

Neumann then entered the U.S. Marine 
Corps, serving from 1945-47.  Following 
the service, he turned in a stellar 
(7-1) record, capped by an amazing 
2-hitter in leading the South Amboy 
A.A. to the Interboro League title 
over South River, 4-2,  Rudy also 
blasted a 2-run homer to support 
his cause.

In addition, he was (1-0) with 
Protection in the South Amboy City 
League, and the (4-1) for the Cop-
per Works Ingots in the Industrial 
League.  His combined record for 
1947 was (12-2), and his next goal was in 
sight-professional baseball!

Rudy got his big break in ‘48, when he 
was signed by the Detroit Tigers for their 
Miami, Oklahoma Class D, K-O-M League 
farm club.  He turned in a fine (9-6) record 
with 78 strikeouts in 138 innings.  He was 
promoted to Class C, Topeka, Kansas in ‘49.  
Neumann was used as a relief specialist, and 
notched a (6-5) mark, with 56 K’s in 98 in-
nings.  He was promoted again in 1950, as his 
contract was sold to Bridgeport, Connecticut 
of the Class B Colonial League.  On track 
for the major leagues, fate tossed Rudy one 
of its cruelest curves, when he developed 
calcium deposits in his pitching arm after 
only one month at Bridgeport, and he had to 
hang up his spikes for the final time, retiring 
from a promising career.

During one of our several exclusive 
interviews through the years, he told me 

The Local Sports Memory Machine
Glory Days In 
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

By Tom Burkard

From The Sports Archives

Neumann Will Be Missed
continued from page 1

that his biggest thrills in baseball were 
pitching a no-hitter against Sayreville A.A. 
in the Freeholders game in ‘45; Winning the 
Freeholders tourney with The Goveagles; 
Pitching the no-hitter for Hoffman in 1945 
to win the Shore Conference title; Hitting 
two consecutive homers while pitching for 

Miami, Oklahoma in ‘48.
Neumann was one of the 

founding members of the Mid-
dlesex County Fireman’s Bowl-
ing League, and also one of the 
outstanding bowlers.  His highest 
average was 184, and best game 
was a 278.  He said that he once 
rolled 10 strikes in a row!

Rudy worked for the South 
Amboy Post Office for 20 years, 
retiring in 1976 because of the 

first of five heart attacks he would suffer.  
Always a fighter, who never gave up, he 
enjoyed life since his early retirement, going 
to watch his children and grandchildren’s 
games, keeping stats for his son Randy’s 
softball dynasty, Neumann Construction, and 
his big favorite-salt water fishing, which he 
enjoyed immensely.

Rudy was a wonderful family man, and 
very proud of his wife Judy and children, 
Rudy, Randy, Barbara and Judy, all excellent 
athletes, and also his grandchildren.

Rudy Neumann certainly will be missed 
by so many for his kindness, and happy smile, 
and just being the good guy, no, not good 
but truly great human being he was.  Rudy 
had a pleasant personality, and just by be-
ing Rudy, he made this world a much better 
place.  God Bless, my good friend whom I 
will certainly miss, but never forget!      

1947-The Sayreville Bombers football team finished (2-5-1).  Pictured Bottom row (l-r) Casey, 
Nugent, Przybylko, Powell, Capt. Ed Samuel, Art Bailey, Chudkowski, Vasquez, Lytkowski.  
Middle row (l-r) Unkel, Noble, Ed Mosakowski, Stan Brys, Len Tischler, Ed Batko, Schmidt, 
Janicker, Marowski.  Top row (l-r) Coach Vince Abbatiello, Ben Zaleski, Al Draeger, Mytnick, 
Ed Szot, Walt Swiderski, Hank Zaleski, Johansen, Weber, Assistant Coach Milenko. 

1949-The Hoffman baseball 
club was pounded by Lakewood, 
10-5.  John “Skeets” Skarzynski 
smashed 3 hits, as Walt Malinows-
ki took the setback. 1954-St. 

Mary’s Frank Conroy fired a 
brilliant 3-hitter as the Eagles 
shutout St. Rose, 5-0.  Bob 

Hackett had a 2-for-2 game, Bill Rea, ripped 
an RBI single, Joe Matarangolo hit a sac fly, 
and Frank “Tank” Leonard belted a double.  
1962-The Guvs stopped Jamesburg 3-1 in 
the season finale behind winning pitcher, 
Paul Nagy who fanned 9 and hit a 2-run 
homer.  Ray Drill also crashed a home run 
and single.  1973-Sayreville nipped Cedar 
Ridge, 1-0, as Wally Rondesko pitched an 
inning in relief, and singled in the game win-
ner in the bottom of the 7th, to pick up the 
victory.  1984-Sayreville’s baseball team beat 
East Brunswick, 3-1.  Brian Bielak unloaded 
a 2-run triple, and winning pitcher Chuck 
Frobosilo fired a 5-hitter.  1996-St. Mary’s 
softball club defeated Highland Park, 8-4.  
Bernadette McCreary was the winning pitch-
er, and Janine Swanson knocked in 3 runs.  
2003-South Amboy topped Spotswood, 6-2 
in softball action.  Keryn Rosenberger was 
the winning pitcher.  Shauna Zdanewicz went 
2-for-3 with an RBI, and Kiersten McCarthy 
added an RBI single. 

Sport-Baseball
Year-1965
Teams-St. Mary’s (5-7) vs. Hoffman 
(4-8) in Game #2 of the City Series.
Recap-In the first inning, Frank Pauloski 
drove in 2 runs with a single to give the 
Guvs a 2-0 lead.  The Eagles bounced back 
to take a 4-2 lead in the top of the third.  Jim 
Wallis ripped a 2-run single to tie the game, 
and 4 Hoffman errors allowed 2 more runs to 
score.  Purple & Gold catcher, Mike Keller 
stroked an RBI single in the bottom of the 
third.  The Saints scored the last run of the 
game in the top of the fifth, when Brian 
George scored on a grounder by Wallis that 
was misplayed for an error, to give St. Mary’s 
a 5-3 victory.  Ace lefty, Fran Fitzmorris was 
the winning pitcher over Harold Dennen, 
who hurled a strong game. Pauloski got 2 
hits for Hoffman.
Co-MVP’s-Fran Fitzmorris and Jim Wal-
lis.
The Lineups
St. Mary’s 5
Tom “Red” Kelly lf T.J. Kelly 2b Joe Vail cf 
George 3b Wallis 1b Tom “Tee” O’Connell 
rf  Vince Zebro c Joe Crowe ss Fitzmorris 
p.  Reserve-Billy Bulman.
Hoffman 3
Billy Clayton cf Tony Pelican lf Keller c Curt 
Wood 2b Pauloski rf Dennen p Harry Clayton 
3b Joe Zailski 1b Pete Ewtushek ss. 

Diamond Dust

Leprechaun 
Football

1990-The Sayreville Leprechauns Ju-
nior Pee Wees Pop Warner football team, 
upset previously unbeaten East Brunswick 
Golden Bears, 6-0.  Billy Shaver faked a 
punt and ran for a 70-yd. game-winning 
touchdown. 

Sabres Football
1963-The South Amboy Sabres Pop 

Warner football club, under the guidance 
of Coach Russ Hahn finished (5-5), while 
outscoring opponents, 178-95 on the sea-
son.  Scoring Touchdowns for SA were: 
Pat McDonough 15, Tom Kelly 6, Fred Poli 
3, Norm Kilcomons 1, Bruce Buckiewicz 
1, Tom Downs 1.  Scoring Leaders were: 
McDonough 97 points, T. Kelly 37, Poli 
22.  Point After Touchdowns (PAT) lead-
ers: McDonough 7, Poli 4, T. Kelly 1, Ray 
Downs 1.

20 Years Ago
1988-Mechanicsville Fire Co. won its 

second consecutive South Amboy Babe 
Ruth League championship under man-
ager Bob Moglia.  The coaches were Doug 
Christensen, Bob Wisniewski, Harry Barna, 
and Tony Marrazo.  The talented ball club 
consisted of Gary Coble, Craig Olah, Jessie 
Anstett, Eric Kayser, David O’Connor, Steve 
Pappa, Kevin Zebro, John Brown, Brian 
Christensen, Keith Erickson, Tim Moglia, 
Walter Schuck, Gordon Arnold, Jeff Moskal, 
Mike Nagle.

Call Him “Champ”
Did you know South Amboy’s Tony 

Pappa was a boxing champion?  In 1940, 
Tony who lived in Old Bridge at the time, 
won the Middlesex County Welterweight 
championship, by knocking out South 
River’s Steve Bilko in 2:49 of the 1st round.  
The talented Pappa was also 1939 Golden 
Gloves champ, and 1940 Diamond Belt 
champion in the 126 pound class.  He went 
on to win his first 13 pro fights, and 18 of 
his first 19, losing only on a TKO because 
of a cut between his eyes, in a bout which 
he was easily winning.

1950’s South Amboy Little League
PBA 7 Hollywood Sales 3-The playoff 

final in the best of 3 for the title.  Winning 
pitcher Dave Inman struck out 9 and hit a 
homer, and teammate Bob Weiss ripped a 
triple.  Bernie Chlebowski hit a three-bagger 
for Hollywood.

1956 South Amboy Little League
Daylight Bakery 14 Progressive 1-

Winning pitcher Jack Seaman blasted 3 
home runs.

1964 Sayreville Babe Ruth League
OLV 5 Medical Group 2-Costy Paw-

lowski was the winning pitcher.
1965 Mid County Baseball League
South Amboy 13 South Brunswick 

1-Winning pitcher Fran Fitzmorris fired 
a 3-hitter in the 5-inning game, and also 
went 3-for-3 with a triple.  Danny Hansell 
also went 3-for-3 with a double, triple and 
5 RBI.  Jim Wallis and Joe Crowe stroked 
a single and double apiece.

1970 Morgan AA Midget League
Morgan Lions 7 Matty’s Auto Parts 6-

Mike Creange was the winning pitcher.
1974 SA Midget League
Orioles 1 Yanks 0-Gary Vona and Carey 

Seres combined for a no-hitter and struck 
out 16.

1975 SA Girls Softball League
Royals 8 Indians 5-Ann Noble drilled 

3 hits and drove in 3 runs.
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Summer Sports
By Tom Burkard

Congratulations to the Sure Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team for winning the 
Sayreville Men’s Sunday Softball A-Division championship.  The best of 3 series was 
played at Borough Hall in Sayreville.  Pictured bottom row (l-r) Pat Walsh, Patrick Kiernan, 
Travis McCray, Chuck Prusakowski, Gary Knoblock, Bob Prusakowski.  Top row (l-r) Mike 
Walker, Eddie Fulham, Jay Casoff, Patrick Riporti, Chuck Ford, Tracy Chodkiewicz, Matt 
Ryan, Thomas Ryan (Team Sponsor).  Not pictured-Jim Jimenez.

Congratulations again to Sure Hit Home Improvements men’s softball team for winning the 
Sayreville Men’s Softball Weekday League championship.  This is the 4th straight year this 
Sure Hit team has captured the title.  Members of the softball dynasty pictured top row (l-r) 
Matt Ryan, Dick Bonis, Bob Prusakowski, Eddie Fulham, Steve Lopez, Chuck Prusakowski, 
Gary Aich, Jim Jimenez.  Bottom row (l-r) Mike Walker, Darren Curran, Travis McCray, Gary 
Knoblock, Chuck Ford, Tracy Chodkiewicz.

Raritan Bay Basketball League
The Raritan Bay Summer Basketball 

League, under the direction of Gary Lange 
and Tom Reilly, was once again a huge suc-
cess. The rosters of local teams follows:

3rd & 4th Grade Division
St. Stan’s Red Storm, Sayreville
Coach-Terry Hodder; Players-Kieran 

Hodder, Gregory Jara, Freddie Younger, 
Drew Zimmerman, Alex Santiago, Dylan 
Jara, John Smierzynski, Casey Hodder, Mat-
thew Mellos, Bobby Krolick, Elijah Clark.

This was a team made up of St. Stan’s 
parishioners only.  It was not a borough team.  
The kids have all made great progress this 
season, averaging about 20 points per game 
as a team.  They will be playing for St. Stan’s 
3rd & 4th grade team in the fall.

South Amboy
Coach-Jack O’Leary; Players-Ryan 

O’Leary, Dave Stolte, Sean Kudelka, Daniel 

McQuary, Xavier Towns, Joe Pulomena.

12-14 Year Olds
The Sayreville Stars are made up of 

12, 13, 14 year olds from Sayreville, South 
Amboy and South River.

12’s 
Roster-unavailable.
13’s
Coaches-Tim Wojcik and Brian Mik-

laszewski; Players-Dan Wojcik, Dan Gotta, 
E.J. Perez, Matt Martinez, Justin Luna, Ryan 
Kudelka, Conor Gillen, Tony Yuan, Jason 
Williams.

14’s
Coach-Jim Wojcik; Players-Mitch 

Farrell, Nick Iessi, Eugene Ng, Jeffrey Ng, 
Robert Burns, Eric Pacansky, Kevin Pacan-
sky, Andrew Potenski, Zach Einwechter, 
Vishal Rama.

Legion Bows In Tourney
American Legion Luke A. Lovely Post 

#62 of South Amboy saw its season come 
to an end as it was eliminated in its fourth 
game of the tournament by Southern Cape 
15-12.   SA won its opener over Middletown 
North, 15-5 behind B.J. Mackiel.  Coach Don 
Applegate said that, “B.J. pitched one of the 
best games I’ve ever seen him pitch.  He is 
the only 4-year player this year!”  Haddon 
Heights pounded our local players 17-5 in 
the second contest, but SA bounced back 
to nip Lawrence, 11-10 in the last inning 
in game 3.

South Amboy finished (15-15), and 
Coach Applegate had praise for his players, 
“I have to give a shout out to Adam “A.J.” 
Szatkowski, one of the best baseball players 
I have seen come out of South Amboy in 
years.  He caught 13 innings in 100 degree 
weather, and then came in to pitch us to an 
amazing win!  People were in awe and I’m 
glad I was there to witness it.  He will surely 
be missed next year, as captain and one of the 
best leaders a coach can have on his team.  
Nick Ruszala batted over .600 for the tourney 
and will be attending Kean University.  Kyle 

Blum, co-captain batted over .525 for the 
year, and will be attending ASU.”

Applegate continued, “Joe Bongiorno, 
Jake Campbell, and Glenn Cannon, all pitch-
ers for Coach Mike Novak at Sayreville, did 
a great job for Post 62, and I look forward 
to next year.”  He also noted players who 
will return next year: Craig Warzecha, South 
Amboy; Benny Mendoza, Cardinal Mc-
Carrick; Joe Sepelyak, P.A. Vo-Tech; Rob 
“Giant” Geant, Monmouth University; Steve 
Poltrictzky, South Amboy; Alec Vuono, 
Sayreville.

According to Applegate, Rob Apple-
gate, Kevin O’Connor, and John Radich 
“Were a very big part of the team until 
injuries ended their year.”

“Despite our record, we went further 
than ever in tournaments, and pitching is 
our future, and it looks bright,” Applegate 
stated.

Applegate sends “a special thank you 
to: Post 62 for all your support, Wayne O. 
Jr., thank you, Hershey at Main Liquors, 
Jacqueline’s Florist, and Mayor Jack 
O’Leary.” 

Frog Hollow Winners
Over 150 people competed in the Frog 

Hollow Swim & Tennis Club’s 25th Annual 
5K Run & Health Walk.  Jeremy Stratton 
was the overall winner in the Men’s Divison, 
and Amy Bukowski captured her second 
straight title in the Women’s Division.  15-
year old Nick Pizzi of Sayreville finished 
4th overall.

The South Amboy First Aid & Safety 
Squad, and the South Amboy Fire Dept. 
will once again receive the money from the 
participants entry fees, and also donations.

Outback Steak House on Routes 9 & 34, 
provided food for the picnic which was held 
following the Run & Health Walk.

50 Years Ago
1958-The first official South Amboy 

Babe Ruth League was formed, with all 
games being played at Veterans Field.   All 
of the teams wore uniforms, and prior to ‘58, 
there were no team uniforms, and everyone 
played in their “play clothes,” as they were 
called back then, and in most cases that 
meant dungarees and sneakers.

The “unofficial league,” before 1958 
featured teams from different sections of 
town, such as Mechanicsville, or Maxfield 

for example, but the city of South Amboy 
still hired the umpires.

Charles Reilly was one of the founders 
of the Babe Ruth League.  The four original 
teams and their managers were: Komars-
Mr. Subjack; Mechanicsville-Managed by 
Jack “Moose” Nelson, and coached by Joe 
Krzyzkowski; Independence-Harold Den-
nen Sr.; Sacred Heart-Ed “Lefty” Zebro a 
former minor league baseball player.  

Open Auditions
Triple H Productions will be holding 

auditions for their upcoming production of 
“The Wizard of Oz”.  Audition dates are 
Sept. 23rd for Students grades K-8 and Sept. 

24th for High School Students and Adults.  
To register or for more information, visit 
triplehproductions.com or contact Audition 
Coordinator Lyn Davis at 732-721-7216.
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SOUNDS OF A HOT TOWN, SUMMER IN THE CITY
By Elaine Scott

“All around people looking half dead
Walking on the sidewalk hotter than a 

match head…”
Hot, that’s how I remember the summers 

of my childhood living in a world without 
a/c.  So hot, my memories seem to all be 
entwined with the inescapable heat which 
had enveloped our little city until the first 
cool breezes of autumn began pushing the 
heat away.

Each year, by the time June had arrived, 
the heat generated by the overly-packed 
classrooms in St. Mary’s Grammar School 
would compete with the hot air coming 
through the open windows.  With heat 
glazed eyes, we’d sit watching the nun as she 
struggled to open the highest panes by using 
a long, thin pole with a hook at the top.  After 
straining to get the hook into the metal catch 
at the bottom of the frame, she’d, then, pull 
and pull, usually, at first, without success.  
As she battled with the stubborn panes, her 
long, wooden rosary beads, swinging from 
her belted waist, would make clicking sounds 
as the beads hit together.  Click, click, click, 
we’d hear in the enforced silence until she 
got all the windows opened.

There’s another summertime clicking 
sound I remember, one which had come 
from store ceiling fans.  Rotating so slowly, 
it used to be easy to count the clicks as the 
blades on those old-fashioned fans crept their 
way full-circle.  Click, click, click, they’d 
creak in the heat-induced, afternoon quiet 
of the stores.

During the long, hot summer afternoons, 
there usually weren’t many sounds at all.  
As the noon day heat and humidity began 
building in layers, people would disappear 
into the shadows, anywhere there was shade 
to be found.  Only when it neared suppertime 
would the quiet be broken by the clattering 
noise of pots and pans coming through the 
open kitchen windows.  Right on schedule, 
life would begin stirring again.

The best way, and possibly the only way, 

of getting cool had been to go swimming, 
and for us it often was at the Minnie Ditch.  
Getting a ride to take us there, we’d walk to 
the water’s edge, with old sneakers on our 
feet, trying not to step on broken bottles, 
ragged horseshoe crab shells, and lots of 
other things which had come from NYC on 
the tides.  With the same garbage at the bot-
tom of the water, wearing sneakers was just 
as important as wearing bathing caps in the 
polluted Minnie Ditch, even though our caps 
sometimes had splits in them from being so 
“well-used.”  In that tea-colored water, our 
young girlish laughter would mingle with 
the bellowing horns of the passing tugboats 
in the distance, as we swam with the jelly 
fish floating all around us.  

In the early evenings, the world outside 
would begin to cool, but, by then, the heat of 
the day would be trapped inside all the homes.  
As heat always rises, it would be upstairs, 
almost maliciously waiting for bedtime to 
come.  Tossing and turning, while sticking 
to the sheets, with only the sounds of frogs 
croaking and katydids chirping coming 
through screened windows devoid of fans, 
falling asleep wasn’t easy to do.  By the 
time the cooler nighttime air had displaced 
the hot day’s heat, it would be time to get 
up again.

“But at night it’s a different world,” had 
sung the Lovin’ Spoonful in 1966, and they 
were so very right, as summertime nights 
had become almost magical after reaching 
our teenaged years.  In those few short hours 
before curfew time, the darkened streets 
would come alive with our excited laughter 
from the joy of just being young in the “cool 
town, evening in the city.”

“And babe, don’t you know it’s a pity
That the days can’t be like the nights
In the summer, in the city
In the summer, in the city.”
(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 

at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)
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HIGGINS’ ROOTS, FAMILY AND SCHOOL
(photos by Dr. Joan W. Higgins)

Vince (L) former Marine and Jack Higgins, heroic Commander of navy Seal units in Vietnam, 
both of St. Mary’s ’49 shown following honor guard duties in Dublin in memory of Gen. 
Bernardo O’Higgins here represented by the sculpted bust in the background. O’Higgins who 
led armies against the Spanish Empire is regarded as the “George Washington” of Chile.

Dr. Joan W, Higgins (L), Vince’s wife, and Patricia Rae Higgins(R) of Idaho, Jack’s wife, flank 
Sister Mary McIntyre of New Zealand and host sister at Mercy Center, Dublin, stand before 
the gravesite of Mother Catherine McCauley, Foundress of the Irish Sisters of Mercy.

Vince Higgins serving as Master of Ceremonies for Clan O’Higgins in Dublin, Ireland, 
conducted a multi-lingual commemorative program and attributed his language skills to 
his beginning studies in Latin and French with the Sisters of Mercy in the schools of St. 
Mary’s Parish, South Amboy.

Members of the Higgins families 
formerly of South Amboy and Morgan are 
giving a lot of attention to their genealogy 
via DNA testing having recently learned 
through registration with the O’Higgins 
Clan in Dublin, Ireland that the family name 
began with a grandson of Niall of The Nine 
Hostages, Great King of Tara in the early 
fifth century. So it is not surprising that Jack 
Higgins and Vince Higgins and their wives 
made a summer trip to Dublin in response 
to their Clan’s invitation to participate in 
a commemoration for one of their most 
famous members General Bernardo O. 
Higgins who liberated Chile in 1818. For 
the ceremonial wreath laying Jack led the 
honor guard while Vince served as master of 
ceremonies during the multi-lingual program 
followed by a reception at the residence of 

the Ambassador from Chile, the Honorable 
Cecilia MacKenna herself of Irish descent 
coming from warrior patriot John MacKenna 
comrade in arms with O’Higgins in the war 
for Chile’s independence.

Learning that Dublin was the founding 
place for the Sisters of Mercy serving at 
St.Mary parish and its schools for 100 years, 
the Higgins families visited Mercy Interna-
tional Center for a prayerful stop and to talk 
with the Sisters and to see where Foundress 
Mother Catherine McCauley began her work 
which ended only when she was laid to rest 
in the nearby garden of Mercy Center. Jack 
and Vince Higgins are class of ’49, St. Mary’s 
High School and were pleased to leave a 
remembrance gift recalling the sacrifices of 
the Sisters of South Amboy.
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WWW.?

Do you know where this photo was taken, and can you describe what is taking place?  
(Photo courtesy of Ken Rogers)

July Winners
A record number of SA Times readers 

correctly identified last month’s photo as 
the old Howard Johnson’s on Route 9 in 
Sayreville.  There was also a marquee sign 
to the left in the photo, which read “Sha-
mus.”  Ho Jo’s also had a cocktail lounge 
behind the restaurant, and that was named 
The Discovery Lounge.   Apparently, no 
one heard of or remembered it.  “Shamus” 
was the oldies house band every weekend 
for the entire year of 1981.  The business 
later changed ownership to The Ground 
Round, and is currently Arirang Hibachi 
Steak House.

The winners are: Marian Mills, Stella 

Pluskota, W. Tom Kross, Judy Paczkowski, 
Maureen Kemble, Ron Brodzinski, Beth-
Ann Bulla, Clem & Kathy Skarzynski, Mary 
Soto, Teri Yetsko, Nancy & Ed Bolk, Paul 
Bouchard, Michael T. Vail, Agnes Leslie, 
Tony Romano, Debbie Triggs, Al Switzer, 
Claire Kuhn, Tommy McIntyre, Don Zrebiec, 
Richard Collier, Carl Slinfin, Phil McCutch-
eon, Jim Phillips, John Knudsen, Dennis & 
Kathy O’Leary, Sue Sullivan Mills, Dorothy 
Weis, Susie Dill-Raba, John Gerlesky, Joe 
Madeline, Janet Kern, Ray Lotkowictz.

Congratulations to all the winners for 
setting a new record and proving that “People 
love to read The SA Times.” 

Tom,
Enclosed find my check for $20.  I 

missed getting your newspaper the last 3 
months, and am subscribing to it so I’ll be 
sure to get it.  I enjoy it very much!

Arthur Draper
South Amboy

Hi Tom,
Thanks for such an interesting news-

paper!
Sue Sullivan Mills

Dear SA Times,
This is my response to your question 

regarding the Dutch Boy Paints tanks behind 
Georgette’s on Rt. 35 in Melrose (SA Times 
6/21/08).

If my recollection is correct, both tanks 
contained water, which was the supply to NL 
Industries on Chevalier Ave. in Sayreville.  
In fact, the pipeline was routed via Melrose 
under a portion of Frazee Ave., close to the 
Parkway.  Also, there was a pumping station 
on the same property.  Operators from NL 
Industries would check on these systems at 
least once per shift.  Appropriate chemicals 
were added to the water as required.  The 
location of the tank, on a high hill, allowed 
adequate water pressure to NL.

I remember the residents who lived ad-
jacent to the tanks were apprehensive over a 
potential rupture, which would be a disaster.  
Fortunately, there was no such occurrence, 
and the homes are still there.

Bernie Malik
Melrose

Hi Tom,
Just recently returned from Yellowstone 

National Park after attending the wedding of 
my granddaughter Anastasia Kierst to Jeff 
Martin of Dallas, Texas.  I was pleasantly 
surprised to meet former South Amboy 
residents Mr. and Mrs. Richard Adamecs, 
who flew into Bozeman, Montana to attend 
the wedding.  The Adamecs now reside in 
Bridgewater, NJ, and this was their first 
venture into the Rocky Mountains.  We all 
stayed in Gardner, Montana at the entrance 
to Yellowstone National Park.  The wedding 
was performed outdoors at the Grand Canyon 
of Yellowstone.  The wedding was performed 
on July 5th.  They will honeymoon in South 
Africa and visit Lake Victoria.  They are both 
school teachers in Dallas, TX.

Adam Kierst
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Washington

Tom,
We read The South Amboy-Sayreville 

Times each month, and by the way, you do 
a great job!

Don & Janice Dingler
Parlin

Dear Editor, 
I was born and raised in South Amboy 

and now reside in Poquoson, Virginia.  My 
brother sends me the South Amboy- Sayre-
ville Times and I thoroughly enjoy it.  I 
read it from cover to cover and  enjoy being 
kept informed of happenings in my home 
town.  I just received the July 26th issue 
today and believe I recognize your WWW? 
on page 15.

Judging from the building structure, 
surrounding landscape, and cars from the 
1950’s, I think it is the old Howard Johnson’s  
restaurant in Sayreville, located  between 
Bordentown Avenue and Ernston Road on 
Route 9 on right side going South.

Your newspaper is one of the best local 
newspapers I have ever read.  You folks do 
a fine job and I congratulate you for a job 
well done.

Ray Lotkowictz
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Virginia

Local Swimmer Gets Hat Trick

To all who donated their words of 
encouragement.  First off, I would like to 
thank you so very much for your monetary 
donations, time and most of all your words of 
encouragement. For if wasn’t for that, I do not 
think I would have did as well as I did at the 
San Diego Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon on June 
1st. We ended up raising over $5,000 from 
the time I first started this venture for The 
Leukemia/Lymphoma Society to the day I 
held the fundraiser at the Knight of Columbus 
on April 19th. There are so many people to 
thank, I do not know where to start. From 
the businesses all around South Amboy to 
the friends and family who helped make the 
Fundraiser for a Cure a success to the Knights 
of Columbus and the amazing friends who 
donated tricky tray prizes...thank you.  
O v e r  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  w a s  r a i s e d  b y 
our  North  New Jersey Chapter! 
The picture I have sent in was taken at the 
finish line at 4 hours 21 minutes and 48 
seconds. My girlfriend Maria along with 
my friend Marc Peterson (cancer survivor) 
handed me a sign we made the night be-
fore that said “I Love  South Amboy, New 
Jersey” and it couldn’t have culminated 
in a better fashion. You can check out my 
weekend in San Diego via photographs at 
www.myspace.com/AlwayzInDaFridge.  
Once again, thank you so very much. We did 
it! I know I couldn’t have done it without 
you, South Amboy. Much much love.  

Jared Gonsalves 
South Amboy

Rachael Abadie placed first in all three 
of her events (scoring three goals or in this 
case three golds!) at the Conferences held at 
Frog Hollow Swim and Tennis Club on July 
30th.  She swam the 100 freestyle, 100 back-
stroke, and 100 butterfly.  She swam against 
the top swimmers from twenty-six swim 
clubs.  Rachael has been competing on the 

Frog Hollow team since age five, and now for 
the past two years was an Asst. Coach.  She 
also swims for Riptide’s National Team and 
for four years was a member of the Bishop 
Ahr swim team, where she was the captain.  
She will be continuing her swimming career 
at NJIT in the fall and hopefully continuing 
to break records.

Rachael Abadie swims to victory in the 100 butterfly at Frog Hollow.
(Photo by K. Abadie)

Gardening Contest Winners

Wisniewski Hails New Rail Cars
Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, 

chairman of the Assembly Transportation, 
Public Works and Independent Authorities 
Committee, issued the following statement 
on NJ Transit’s approval of the purchase of 
50 additional multilevel rail cars.  The pur-
chase will bring the agency’s total number of 
multilevel cars to 329.  The cars have 15-20% 
more capacity than single-level cars.

“This is a key step that comes amid 

increasing demands on our mass transit 
system.  These cars bring new capacity and 
ease for commuters by adding more seats and 
will help relieve congestion on our roads.  
They will also bring immediate and critical 
relief as the plans to build a new rail tunnel 
under the Hudson River progress. With cur-
rent track capacity limited, these new cars 
are a smart use of our limited but valuable 
transportation dollars.”

The winners selected in South Amboy’s 
1st Gardening Contest were: Front Yard-1st 
place-Kathleen O’Grady won $150 and a 
commemorative garden plaque; 2nd-Theresa 
and Andreas Hoeverman won $100; 3rd-Paul 
Bouchard-won $50.  Back Yard-1st-Theresa 
and Andreas Hoeverman won $150 and a 

commemorative garden plaque; 2nd-Paul 
Bouchard won $100; 3rd-Dorothy Gearon 
won $50.  There were no entrants in the 
Terrace category.  Anyone who participated 
will receive a FREE membership in the 
South Amboy Garden Club.  Congratula-
tions to all!

Jared Gonsalves
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732-721-0137

• Money Orders
• All Utility Bills

“Serving The Community Over 100 Years”

For All Your Health Care Needs

Peterson Pharmacy

Now accepting payments for gas, electric, cable & others

• Film Developing
• Greeting Cards

• Money Grams
• Fax

• Medical/Surgical Supplies

FREE Delivery for Senior Citizens
132 North Broadway

South Amboy, NJ 08879

• TANK REMOVAL • INSTALLATION
• TANK TESTING • SANDFILL

• ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

ADVANCED
SITE
IMPROVEMENTASI (732)

566-0281

Holy Name Officers 
Chosen

The Middlesex County Federation of 
Holy Name Societies elected the follow-
ing officers for 2008-09: Jason Zjawiony, 
President; Ed Puchalski, Vice-President; 
Rich Prevoznak, Secretary; Ron Eden, 
Treasurer; Dave Dugasz, Marshal.  Officer 
installation will take place at 7 p.m. Mass 
on Wed., Sept. 17 at Holy Trinity Church, 
Lawrie & Johnstone Sts., Perth Amboy by 
Rev. Chester Carina, County Federation 
Spiritual Director.  A buffet meal will follow 
in the church hall after Mass.  The meeting 
will follow.  All County Federation Holy 
Name Societies are invited to attend.

Obituaries
Abate, Sam J., 80, of Sayreville died 

on July 29.
Brand, John “Jack,” 81, of Sayreville 

died on July 26.
Buono, Anthony, 79, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 1.
Cackowski, John A., 56, formerly of 

Sayreville died on July 25.
Cannata, Joseph, 87, of Sayreville died 

on July 26.
Carroll, George Donald, 78, of South 

Amboy died on July 26.
Cherney, Rudolph T., 84, of Parlin died 

on July 18.
Dragotta, Ann M., 71, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 7.
English, Caroline, 81, of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 4.
Golden, Irene C. Szeszko, 87, of South 

Amboy died on July 26.
Gundersen, Margaret A., 65, of South 

Amboy died on July 24.
Hurst, Rita J. Tedesco, 84, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 10.
Kingsbury, Elaine A., 68, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 14.
Maniscalco, Mary G. Mount, 87, of 

Parlin died on July 30.
McAndrew, William J., 83, of Sayreville 

died on July 28.
Michalik, Mary M., 82, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 12.
Musarra, Jennie, 101, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 11.
Neumann, Rudy M., 81, of South Am-

boy died on Aug. 4.
Norman, Mary “May,” 95, of South 

Amboy died on July 27.
Pancurak, Joseph Jr., 70, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Aug. 6.
Possert, Joseph A., 87, of Sayreville 

died on July 26.
Tomaszewski, Anne, 70, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 10.
Vayda, Cathy, 55, of South Amboy died 

on Aug. 9.
Walczak, Catherine J., 76, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 5.
Zdanewicz, Jeanne Ryan, 84, formerly 

of South Amboy died on July 26.
Zinna, Mary J., 95, of Sayreville died 

on July 29.
Zuzzio, Albert A. Sr., 88, of Sayreville 

died on Aug. 13.

Got Talent?
The Raritan Bay Seafood Festival is 

looking for participants for its Annual Talent 
Showcase on September 7th at Waterfront 
Park in South Amboy/Sayreville.  Come on 
out and give it a try.  You may even win a 
prize!  To sign-up and for more information, 
call 732-525-5932 or 732-525-5933.  Call 
today, as it may be a stepping stone for you 
to become the next great superstar in the 
entertainment field!

Be A Boy Scout
Are you looking to enrich a boy’s life 

with some fun and learning? Do you wish 
he got out more and explored the world 
around him through a structured program 
of achievement and enrichment?  If so, Cub 
Scout Pack 95 and Boy Scout Troop 95 of 
Sacred Heart Church invites all boys ages 
7 and up in the South Amboy/Sayreville 
to visit their pack/troop.  For more info, 
please contact Cathy at 732-826-8417 or 
cubscoutpack95sa@yahoo.com or Marty at 
732-721-5432 or t95sa@yahoo.com.
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St. Mary’s 60-Year Reuninon
St. Mary’s High School Class of 1948 

is planning its 60 year reunion.  It will be 
combined with the classes of 49, 50, 51, & 
52, so it should be a good one!

The event is planned for Fri., Oct. 17 
starting at 5 p.m. at the South Amboy Knights 
of Columbus on Stevens Ave.  Cost is $25 
per person!  The money will be collected at 
the door, and includes cold cut meat platter 
with salads, and FREE soda.  There will be a 
CASH BAR for beer & booze.  The $25 fee 
will cover hall rental, bartenders, cleanup, 
and a donation to Sister Louise Gorka’s 
Gathering House in Middletown, NJ.

The Chairman of the 5-class reunion 
is Bill “Biff” McKeon Class of ‘50.  His 
phone number is 812-401-4007 and e-mail: 
McKeon47725@woway.com.

Bernie Cohan is contacting the members 

of the Class of ‘48.  His phone is 732-607-
1834.  E-mail: chiefbernie@cs.com.  If you 
have an e-mail address please send it to 
Bernie so he can keep in touch with you.  If 
you think you cannot make the reunion, but 
would like to send a message to the class, 
Bernie’s address is: 331 Knight Ct., Old 
Bridge, NJ 08857.

EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: Let 
“Biff” or Bernie know if you will attend, as 
they have to pay the Knights per-person.

Hall Of Fame 
Induction/Dinner

The Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s 
High School Athletic Hall of Fame will hold 
a gala dinner, silent auction and induction 
ceremony on Saturday, Oct. 18th starting at 
7:30 p.m.  The big evening will kickoff with 
Mass at St. Mary Church at 6 p.m.

The 2008 inductees are: Edward Car-
roll-1929 (Posthumously); Nick Charm-
ello-1970; John “Jay” Derent-1964; John 
Inman-1981; Joseph Kolakowski-1975; 
William “Biff” McKeon-1950; Lisa Harrigan 
Nunez-1986; Matthew Sabo-2000; Donald 
Szatkowski-Coach (Posthumously); Edward 
Twomey-Coach; John “Jack” Vail-1950;  
Virginia Zaleski Schlegel-1983.

Four of St. Mary’s most famous gradu-
ates, former major league baseball players 
and members of the school’s Hall-of-Fame, 
Allie Clark, the O’Brien twins, John and 
Eddie, and Jack McKeon have accepted in-
vitations, and will be special guest speakers 
at this great event, which should turn into 
one of the most memorable in the school’s 
history.

Tickets are $65 (each), $120 (couple), 
$600 (table of 10), $30 (children under 10).  
Tickets are available through committee 
members and school. For more info, contact 
732-721-0748 ext. 5.  Get your tickets early, 
as this is expected to be a quick sellout!

Talent Galore
Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s upcom-

ing Hall of Fame inductees and some of their 
outstanding accomplishments include: Jay 
Derent-’64 All-County, All-State basketball 
player; Lisa Harrigan-’85 All-State softball 
pitcher, ‘86 All-State, All-County pitcher; 
Matt Sabo-1998-2000-first tennis player 
to win 3 consecutive GMCT titles; John 
Inman-’81 All-County, All-State pitcher; 
Nick Charmello-’70 All-State shortstop; 
Ed Twomey-Has 226 combined victories 
as Eagles’ varsity coach, #2 on the All-Time 
list behind legendary Charley Eppinger; 
Joe Kolakowski-In ‘75 he became the only 
Eagle in history to haul down 1,000 rebounds 
in his career; Bill “Biff” McKeon-’49-’50 
All County, All-State catcher; Jack Vail-
’50 All-County basketball player; Don 
Szatkowski-Girls basketball coach for 13 
years, finished with an superb (205-114) 
record; Ed Carroll-’29 All-State pitcher; 
Virginia Zaleski-’82-’83-All-County Girls 
Cross Country.
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How to Cope with Heart Emergencies
The summer sun can lift our spirits 

and warm our bodies.  Every year, summer 
also brings heat exhaustion and death when 
people get too hot, for too long.

“When the heat and humidity both rise 
above 90 degrees, about 4-10 cases of heat-
related illnesses show up each day in the 
emergency room at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston,” says Stephen Bohan, 
M.D., clinical director of the department.  
“That’s as high as any other single com-
plaint.”

Heat exhaustion is the most common 
syndrome complicating physical exertion 
in warm or hot weather.  Both the degree 
of outside temperature and the intensity 
of physical activity play important roles.  
Intense physical exertion in moderately 
warm weather may be as dangerous in this 
regard as moderate exertion in hot weather.  
Heavy sweating resulting in dehydration, 
excessive hyperthermia, and failing car-
diovascular functions causes symptoms of 
heat exhaustion.

On average, 371 people die each year 
in the U.S. of  “excessive heat exposure” 
according to the U.S. Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention statistics from 
1979-1997, the most recent available.  The 
death rate among people age 65 and older 
is 3 times the average.

The age groups most adversely affected 
by the heat are small children, the elderly, 
and those infirmed and bothered by mental 
illness.  Among people who are not elderly 
or impaired, the most common heat emergen-
cies occur when people exercise at midday, 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on hot humid 
days, and don’t drink enough fluids.

The body’s cooling mechanism depends 
on evaporating perspiration, but if the humid-
ity is really high that can’t happen and those 
people become rapidly hyperthermic.

As always an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure!  Drink plenty of fluids 
before, during and after exercising; wear 
lightweight, light-colored clothing.  If you 
feel not only hot, but lightheaded or weak 
as well, it may be time to seek help.

Events At Dowdell
Come join us at the Dowdell Library of 

South Amboy (adjacent to High School) for 
these upcoming Youth Service events! Reg-
istration is required for all activities, please 
call or stop by to sign up. Friday September 
5th – BINGO at 3:30 pm. Ages 5+. Play to 
win prizes! Wednesdays September 3rd, 
10th, and 17th – STORYTIME for ages 3 -5 
at 3:30 pm. We read, sing, and color based 
around a new theme each week!

Fridays September 12th, 19th, and 26th 
– STORY AND CRAFT for ages 5 and up at 
3:30 pm.  Monday September 15th – TOT 
TIME at 1:30 pm for ages 0 -2. Join us to 
play, sing, and learn at different centers! 
MONDAY September 22nd is MONDAY 
NIGHT AT THE MOVIES! Featuring Walt 
Disney’s spectacular musical film CAMP 
ROCK! at 6:00 pm! Light refreshments 
will be served. Special Programs for Teens 
and Adults

Tuesdays September 2nd and 16th 
– KNITTING CIRCLE at 6:30 pm. Learn a 
new hobby from our great instructor, Sarita, 
while having great conversations. Stitching is 
the new itch! Thursdays September 11th and 
18th at 6:30 pm are Wii GAME NIGHTS! 
Join us at 6:30 to play! September 11th is 
a Smash Brothers Brawl Competition, and 
September 18th will feature Wii Sports for 
teens and seniors – a GREAT game for be-
ginners! Thursday September 25th – OPEN 
MIC NIGHT! Join us at 6:30 pm to show off 
some of your many talents! We are especially 
interested in featuring some acoustic music! 
We can’t wait to see you soon at the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library in South Amboy! 
Contact us for more details at 732.721.6060 
or comments@dowdell.org
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Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke fishing in the bay and ocean has 

gotten better.  The Reach area in Raritan 
Bay has produced Fluke up to 13 lbs.  At the 
Ambrose Channel there are some fish even 
bigger then that, but New York’s 20.5inch 
size limit must be observed.  I tried the At-
lantic Highlands area past the harbor again 
in a small boat catching 10 Fluke, plus Sea 
Robins.  Only one was a keeper, a nice one 
over 3lbs.  I only fished for about three 
hours in the afternoon.  Party Boat fishing 
for Bluefish is very good with 6 to 8 pound 
fish caught on jigs and bait. Not too many 
Bonito have shown yet, but that may change. 
Surf fishing in the bay now is mostly small 
Bluefish and its slowed up somewhat.  To 
our south from LBI on down, many good 
catches of Kingfish are being made.  Some 
of these are large.  Party Boat bottom fish-
ing is mostly Sea Bass and some very large 
Ling.  Porgies are increasing in numbers too. 
There are snapper Bluefish being caught off 
most docks in salt water.
Fresh Water

Statewide, the hot weather has slowed up 
fishing, especially Trout. You can catch Bass 
and Pickerel if you work for them.  Lots of 
little Smallmouth Bass are in the Delaware 
River.  Carp and Catfish action statewide is 
very good.  Hybrid Striped Bass are hitting 
in the evenings in Spruce Run and Lake 
Hopatcong.

Fluke was the catch of the day at the recent 
Frog Hollow fishing trip!!  (Photos by Jerry 
Celecki)
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Rumbles From The Rock ‘N’ Roll 
Reunion

By Clem Skarzynski

Hey rockers! I’ve been playing all types 
of music since 1963, rock ‘n’ roll, oldies, 
polkas, country, blues, wedding bands, you 
name it.  But, Monday, Aug. 4th, I got the 
chance to listen and hear a “branch” of music 
I’ve never had any experience with.  Light 
Christian Rock!  Led by none other than the 
“Godfather of Local Rock ‘N’ Roll,” Roger 
Johnson (Of The Hubcaps fame), and his 
wife Marlene.  “His Branches Praise Band,” 
consisting of Roger on the bass, Jim Mingo 
on drums, his wife Nancy Mingo on electric 
acoustic guitar, Jack Monello on electric 
guitar, Marlene Johnson on vocals, along 
with Breann Thomas sharing the vocals.

The band’s appeared at Sacred Heart 
Church’s “Healing Mass,” which is usually 
held once a month.  A service which had its’ 
beginnings under the guidance of Father Joe 
Romanowski’s “Formation of Spirit 2000,” 
a celebration of all churches and religions 
to unite and give praise.  Roger and Mar-
lene have numerous members of the band 
who “fill in” from time to time.  The band 
performs at St. Bernadette’s Church, and 
the Sayrewoods Bible Church.  The band 

does “covers” of well-known Christian 
rock bands, and were quite inspirational. 
Quite a new learning experience for this 
“Old guy.”

Hey, “Collage” fans and fellow rockers.  
Jerry, George, Steve, Ron, Danny, Roy and 
Bobby Lee will be playing there signature, 
horn laden A.M. radio rock, Saturday, Aug. 
30th at Burke’s Park for the South Amboy 
Elks Annual Picnic.  Tix are $20 for adults, 
$15 for kids under 15, and kids under 6 
(That’s me!) FREE!  C’mon and dance close 
to George’s oldies or rock out to some dyna-
mite 60’s-80’s rock ‘n’ roll.  Fun time from 
1-6 p.m.  Call the Elks at 732-727-7170 for 
tix and they’ll be available at the park too!  
Look for me, I’ll be the guy with mustard 
dripping off my chin!

The date and/or venue for the DVD 
release party for Johnny Maestro and The 
Brooklyn Bridge, originally scheduled for 
sometime in Oct., might be changed.  Keep 
checking The SA Times for new info, or 
call me at 732-721-6935.  As I know, you’ll 
know.  Be well.

Music Trivia
Cities

By Tom Burkard
1.__I Left My Heart In San Francisco a.Elton John
2.__Palisades Park b.Glen Campbell
3.__Abilene c.The Animals
4.__Philadelphia Freedom d.Dave Loggins
5.__Kansas City e.Dionne Warwick
6.__Please Come To Boston f.Johnny Rivers
7.__Memphis g.Johnny Horton
8.__Okie From Muskogee h.Tony Bennett
9.__By The Time I Get To Phoenix i.George Hamilton IV
10._Key Largo j.Scott McKenzie
11._El Paso k.Tom Jones
12._Detroit City l.Wilbert Harrison
13._San Francisco (Be Sure To Wear Flowers) m.Freddy Cannon
14._Battle of New Orleans n.Bertie Higgins
15._San Franciscan Nights o.Merle Haggard
16._Do You Know The Way To San Jose p.Marty Robbins
17._South Amboy, USA q.Jerry Smith

Answers
1h 2m 3i 4a 5l 6d 7f  8o 9b 10n 11p 12k 13j 14g 15c 16e 17q.  

#1 Pop Hits On 
Aug. 23
2001-Fallin’-Alicia Keys
1994-Stay-Lisa Loeb & Nine Stories
1989-Right Here Waiting-Richard Marx
1971-How Can You Mend A Broken Heart-
The Bee Gees
1966-Summer In The City-The Lovin’ 
Spoonful
1955-Learnin’ The Blues-Frank Sinatra

#1 Country Hits On 
Aug. 23
1991-You Know Me Better Than Than That-
George Strait
1982-Nobody-Sylvia
1975-Rhinestone Cowboy-Glen Campbell
1960-Alabam-Cowboy Copas
1958-Alone With You-Faron Young

One-Hit Wonders
30 Years Ago

1978-Short People-Randy Newman; 
Because The Night-Patti Smith Group; King 
Tut-Steve Martin; Fool (If You Think It’s 
Over)-Chris Rea; Love Is In The Air-John 
Paul Young; Hot Child In The City-Nick 
Gilder; I Love The Nightlife-Alicia Bridges; 
My Angel Baby-Toby Beau; Magnet And 
Steel-Walter Egan; I Can’t Stand The 
Rain-Eruption; Falling-LeBlanc & Carr; 
Emotion-Samantha Sang; Don’t Let Me Be 
Misunderstood-Santa Esmeralda.

Polka Concert
Bernie Goydish Jersey Polka Stars will 

perform at the Sayreville Senior Center, 
Main St. starting at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 4.  
The event is sponsored by The Cultural 
Arts Council of the Borough of Sayreville.  
Admission is FREE with light refreshments.  
All ages are welcome.  For more info, call 
732-257-6510.

South Amboy Police Chief Jim Wallis, Capt. Darren LaVigne, Mike DeLucia, Tom Mulvey, 
and their wives are pictured at the West End Cruise Night Custom Car Show #2 in Long 
Branch, where they also had the opportunity to see Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals in concert 
on Aug. 16th.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall of Famer, Felix Cavaliere & His Rascals turned in a truly outstanding 
performance at the West End Cruise Night in Long Branch.  Felix gets his point across in 
concert, while performing one of his many greatest hits.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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